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The Royal British Legion’s Annual conference took place in Telford on Saturday 21st and Sunday 22nd May. Representing the voice of the Metropolitan Region were delegates from across the four counties. Not only did the delegates have the power to contribute to the future of the Legion but they had the opportunity to celebrate the 90th anniversary of the RBL with the president, as guests at his reception on the Saturday evening.
For a record of the all the motions and how they were passed, please refer to the special insert in this newsletter.




Cricket

Don’t forget about the cricket Inter Service Twenty- Twenty Trophy which will be taking place in the Metropolitan Region at Lords Cricket Ground. Taking place on Tuesday 28th June 2011 the tournament is between The Royal Navy, The Army and The Royal Airforce and will be supporting The Royal British Legion and Help for Heroes. Come along and say hello to our team of staff and volunteers from the North West Metropolitan County, who will be promoting the Legion and its membership. If you would like to attend please buy tickets online from www.lords.org/ist20 or via the telephone on 020 7432 1000.  Tickets cost £14 for adults, £7 for over 65’s and £5 for under 16s.  
Fishing

The Competition that was due to be held on the 14th May 2011, has been postponed until the 10th August 2011.  This is due to complications at the Redbridge Lake that was booked. The event has been moved to Tylers Common Fishery, Nag’s Head Lane, Brentwood, Essex.
Entry has been reduced to £10 and the handicapp system has been removed.
For booking details, please contact Steve Newson (County Recruitment Officer) by email on lordgrumpybot@googlemail.com or telephone 07970228080.                     
Ruislip Lido Family Fun Day
Families and friends can register online for the annual Ruislip Lido Family Fun Day that has activities and entertainment for all.  You can register as a single participant or get together as a team of family or friends to take part in either the Ruislip Lido Fun Run or the Lido Lap.
The event is held on the 10th September and entry costs £6, which includes a free t-shirt.  To register online and/or make donation to the RBL, please visit www.hillingdonac.co.uk 
Hounslow’s 90th Anniversary Celebrations
Join Hounslow RBL Branch as they celebrate 90 years of TRBL and raise funds for The Poppy Appeal on Saturday 20 August 2011, 7pm -1am.  This is your chance to don your favourite uniforms and war time clothes as you are entertained by Lorrie Vera Lynn Tribute 1040’s. Tickets are only £12.50 per person and also include a buffet and more. Please call Andre McGill on 07766 503507 or Lesley McGill 0777 6406380.
South Essex 90th Anniversary Celebrations

South Essex County have extended an invite to the London Met Region for their 90th Anniversary Celebrations event.  The event is being held on the 18th June 2011 from 10 am at Northlands Park, Felmores Road, Basildon, Essex SS13 1SD.  There will be Live Entertainment, Barbecue, Fun Fair, Classic and Vintage Car show plus much more. 
Freedom Trail

To celebrate the 90th Anniversary, Ian Ritchie of Hillingdon & District Branch is aiming to raise £1000 for the Royal British Legion.  He will be following in the footsteps of escaping POW's and civilians 70 years ago, by traversing over the Pyrenees, reaching heights of 2600m, from France to Spain covering 50 miles. 
Ian sets out on his task on the 5th July 2011, please support him via the following web link: 
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/IanRitchie 
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June 2011





Poppy Appeal as of March 22nd 2011


Met Total = 3,531,023.83


National Total = 34,784,903.77











‘Pressure makes diamonds.’


(George Patton)
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Daisy Chains


Mrs Irene Brockey, who is the SW Met County Secretary, will be honouring the 90th anniversary by making 90 sponsored daisy chains. If you would like to help Renee by sponsoring a daisy for £1 (or more if you wish), please visit her JustGiving site � HYPERLINK "http://www.justgiving.com/renee-brockey/" �http://www.justgiving.com/renee-brockey/� or send a cheque payable to the Royal British Legion to: 





RBL South West County Office 


6 North Street


Isleworth


Middlesex


HA3 0YF








DATES FOR THE DIARY


Friday 10th- Sunday 12th June - The Great Poppy Party Weekend


Tuesday 28th June - Twenty 20 cricket at Lord’s 


Saturday 16th July – NW County Charity Dog Race – Contact NW County for details.





























Do you have something to say? 


Has something happened in your county or branch that you would like to share with the rest of the region?


Do you have an event coming up that you would like published? 


Let Maria or Louis know!  





Poppy Shop 





The Poppy shop is now up and running online after a long technical delay.





Ordering details are:





Online Shopping – � HYPERLINK "http://www.poppyshop.org.uk" ��www.poppyshop.org.uk�





By Phone – 0300 1239 110 


(Monday to Friday 9am – 4 pm)





Postage costs:





£2 per order for delivery within the UK





Address: 


The Poppy Shop


RBL Village


Hall Road


Aylesford


Kent 


ME20 7NL





Email: � HYPERLINK "mailto:poppyshop@britishlegion.org.uk" ��poppyshop@britishlegion.org.uk� 














�


Congratulations to Mr Keith Ball from Teddington Branch the proud winner of the traditional limited edition brown Royal British Legion tie.





He correctly answered the following question:





What weekend is The Great Poppy Party being held?





Answer: The weekend of the 11th and 12th of June.


























�


This edition’s seasonal anecdote from the book “Rank and File- Military and Naval Expressions and their Origins” from Grange Books is about beachwear!





“Bikini”


On the 1st July 1946, the United States detonated the first atomic bomb in the Pacific. 





Meanwhile in Gay Paris a French designer (Louis Reard) was to unleash unto the world a new beach wear that was to be called ‘le minimum’.





However the grand impact of the devastation of the atomic bomb at Bikini Atoll, USA led to a rethink by Louis Reard. 





This introduced the common name for beachwear worn by women during sunny times.





The lady, who was photographed in the first ever bikini, received 50,000 fan letters.





�








!!!!!! Important Membership Information!!!!!!


At the National Conference the delegates voted to change the name of the affiliation fee paid to the RBL to “membership fee”


The delegates of the National Conference also voted to increase the membership by £1 each year for the next six years. 


Therefore in October the membership fee will increase to £12, plus your branch’s admin fee and club subs, if appropriate. 


From June 1 there will be no replacement cards issued for this membership year. Any applications received in June will be held for processing until July. 


Applications made from 1 July will be charged the annual membership fee for the following year (£12) and will receive their Membership Card with an expiration date of October of the following year (i.e. 15 months of Membership).











Training Courses


Branch Treasurers Training Course


There is still availability on the branch treasurers training course that will be taking place at Haig House on Saturday 30th and Sunday 31st July.  This course is essential for all new treasurers and is a great refresher for existing treasurers. It’s also a good chance to share tips and advice with other branch treasurers. 


Branch Management Training Course


We will be holding a branch management course later on in the year. If you would like to attend this course, please contact us to register your interest. 


This course is designed for all branch committee members, new and existing. The course covers topics that are essential in the successful running of a branch. These include; branch structure, finances, branch programme of activities, branch discipline, conduct of a branch meeting, motivation and involvement of members, local public relations, recruiting and retention, charter responsibilities, preparation of motions for conference and more. 














DO YOU WANT TO RECEIVE THIS NEWSLETTER VIA YOUR E- MAIL? – THEN PLEASE INFORM THE EDITORS


� HYPERLINK "mailto:mhealy@britishlegion.org.uk" ��mhealy@britishlegion.org.uk�


� HYPERLINK "mailto:lcecile@britishlegion.org.uk" ��lcecile@britishlegion.org.uk� 














“Who is the Unknown Soldier?”


He is the one that led the way 


so the general could make it home;


She is the one who saved the child and was left to die alone.


His dreams were cut off


by his untimely death;


Her innocence shattered 


by her last shallow breath.


He is the voice


that echoes our pride;


She is the eyes, that


for our freedom, cried.


He is the rain


that waters our souls;


She is the river


holding secrets untold.


He’s in the wave


crashing Normandy’s shore;


She’s on the wind


over Dieppe once more.


He’s in the song


that Passchendaele sang;


She’s in the bell 


from which freedom rang.


His death was a pledge


prayers cannot suffice;


Her life, a gift,


At the ultimate price.


			Leah McDonald


			Elrose, Saskatchewan



































Online Branch Accounts





The Legion is introducing an online accounting system that will allow Branches to complete their accounts online.  This should help to reduce the time taken to consolidate accounts and produce a copy for HQ. 





Branches will be able to opt in to use the system for the new financial year 2011/12.





More information will be distributed to Branches in the near future. 





For any questions, please send an e-mail to � HYPERLINK "mailto:LAAShelpdesk@britishlegion.org.uk" ��LAAShelpdesk@britishlegion.org.uk� 











 
































